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Raul Ortega Ayala has to under-

take some form of paid employ-
ment to finance his practice but,
unlike most artists, the jobs he
chooses also form part of the inspi-
ration and research for the artworks
he makes.

Titled Bureaucratic Sonata, this
series of mainly sculpture-based
works relate to a period of time
spent toiling away in offices. In
many cases, Ortega Ayala is recon-
figuring the objects around him in a
way that hints at boredom or
escape. Metal-cased neon ceiling
lights are joined together to create
the form of a life-size, glowing, row-
ing boat. In a circular exercise, the
shredded strips of a brown envelope
and a letter typed on white paper
are woven together to create a new,

Like most artists, Mexican-born

rather beautiful brown and white
envelope. Five brightly coloured
Post-it notes are stuck on the wall
in a line so that the shadows
created beneath them merge to
form a rainbow effect.

Other works take a more histori-
cal look at office life. The story of
Bette Nesmith Graham, who cre-
ated Liquid Paper, the first correc-
tion fluid (and whose son, Mike
Nesmith, later became one of the
Monkees), is presented on a sheet
of paper typed using a manual type-
writer, with corrections made using
the product it describes. A diagram
of different office seating layouts
marks their potential for bureau-
cracy, interaction, subdivision and
differentiation. A video shows the
artist wrestling with a plastic office
chair as he struggles and finally
succeeds in folding it almost flat.

Having confined himself in an
office for this series of work, Ortega
Ayala has got out in the fresh air for
his next project and is currently
working as a gardener,
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Sculptural work from the

years p

in bright blue coppe

crystals, and suspended ce
vessels that slowly coze columns
of white foam
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